Anited States DSenate

WASHINGTON, DC 20510
January 24, 2014

The Honorable Barack Obama

President of the United States

The White House

1600 Pennsylvania Ave NW

Washington, District of Columbia 20500-0003

Dear Mr. President:

We have started yet another calendar year with no decision from your administration on
the Keystone XL pipeline. TransCanada filed the original application for a Presidential Permit in
2008, and we are still waiting on the Department of State to issue a final environmental impact
statement (EIS) for this project.

On March 14, 2013, at a meeting with Senate Republicans, you were asked when we
could expect a final decision on the Keystone XL pipeline. At that time, you told us that a
decision on the Presidential Permit would be made before the end of the year. We are well into
2014 and you still have not made a decision.

We need a safe and efficient system to transport crude oil in this country. The Keystone
XL pipeline is a vital piece of the puzzle. The entire project is a $7 billion, 1,700-mile, high-tech
transcontinental pipeline. It would create a significant number of private-sector jobs without any
cost to American taxpayers. Your own Department of State has estimated that the construction of
the Keystone XL pipeline could support 42,000 jobs across the country.

On January 22, 2013, the State of Nebraska approved a modified route for the Keystone
XL pipeline. The Department of State then closed its comment period on the draft supplemental
EIS on April 22, 2013—notably, a year affer you personally directed Federal agencies to make
more “timely” decisions on infrastructure projects. Your administration has had more than
enough time to issue a final EIS and make a decision on the pipeline.

Given the length of time your administration has studied the Keystone XL pipeline and
the public’s overwhelming support for it, you should not further delay a decision to issue a
Presidential Permit. We, therefore, request that you issue the final EIS and Presidential Permit
approving the pipeline as soon as possible and tell us when we can expect your decision.

Thank you for your consideration, and we look forward to your prompt response.

Sincerely,










